The President welcomed all thosc present and expressed the Association's thanks to Professors Tchobroutsky, Lubetzki and all the members of the Local Organising Committee for the arrangements which had been made tbr the meeting in Paris; and special thanks to Dr. Guillausseau, Secretary General of the Committee, for his considerable organisational efforts for a meeting which had attracted such a large attendance. He also thanked ALFEDIAM as the official host for the meeting.
With much regret, the President reported the death of Dr. Andreev of Bulgaria, a former member of the Council, and the untimely death of a most prominent personality of the EASD, Professor Albert Renold. In a moving tribute, he commented on the life of Professor Rehold: his dynamic work as scholar and educator, including the establishment of the Institut de Biochimic Clinique and his contribution as a founding father of the Association; his significant contributions as a scientist in diabetes research and intermediary metabolism, as well as in the field of animal models; and finally, his personal qualities of being open-minded and always ready to listen, which so positively influenced so many of his colleagues, both young and old. The General Assembly stood in silence in their memory.
I. Minutes, 23rd General Assembly, 1987
The Minutes of the 23rd General Assembly held in Leipzig on 18th September 1987, having been printed in the Volume of Abstracts and also in Diabetologia Vol.31, No.7, 1988 , were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the President.
Reports
President: The President began his report by reminding members of the larger-than-expected attendance at the meeting in Leipzig the previous year. He expressed gratitude to Professors Bibergcil and Michaelis for all they did to overcome the difficulties involved. He also reiterated the Association's thanks to Professor Andreani, Dr. Di Mario and their colleagues for the very successful meeting in Rome in 1986.
Dr. Freychet continued by reporting that the past year had been very active, in that there was great concern over securing the continuity of service to a growing membership. He was pleased to report on the successful transfer of the London Secretariat to new headquarters in Dfisseldorf under the direction of Dr. Viktor Jrrgens as Executive Director and Ms. Christine Tripp as Administrator; he welcomed them to their new responsibilities. The President continued by reporting that steps were being taken to establish the non-profit status of the Association in the Federal Republic of Germany.
The President commented that the finances of the Association are in a healthy state, thus enabling the Executive Committee and the Council to allocate funds to specific new areas; specifically, the establishment of the Albert Renold Fellowship, for which regulations had been approved by the Council. Further, the active membership of the Association has continued to increase, as well as the support received from Supporting and Associate members; the President expressed the Association's thanks to those companies which support the Association in this manner.
Turning to the Programme, Dr. for their sponsorship of the Minkowski Prize -the lecture would be delivered by l)r. Hutton immediately following the General Assembly; and to the Laboratoires Paul Neumann for their continued sponsorship of the Claude Bernard Lecture, which would be delivered by Dr. Deckert the following day. Dr. Freychet reported that the procedure regarding the selection process for the Claude Bernard Lecture had been amended to apply as from 1989. He continued by announcing that the Council had elected Dr. Tchobroutsky to be the 1989 Claude Bernard Lecturer in Lisbon. He expressed sincere thanks to Novo Industri for their continued support of the Volume of Abstracts, and to Novo and Pfizer International for their continued subventions for Travel Grants, which enable younger colleagues to participate in the meetings.
The President concluded his report by commenting on the many impending changes in the life of the Association, mainly due to the retirement of the Executive Director, Jim Jackson and the rotation of ofricers.
Honorary Treasurer: Referring first to the Income and Expenditure Account, Dr. Ward drew attention to the increase in membership, with resultant increase ofs 3000, as well as renewed support from the industry, increasing total membership income by s Income from donations, bank interest and Travel Fund contributions also increased. However, there was no surplus transferred from the meeting in Leipzig. Dr. Ward reported that total income fell by s 52,000. Regarding the Rome meeting, Dr. Ward reiterated the President's thanks to Italian colleagues for the l]nancial success of this meeting.
Against this, expenditure had risen by s 9000. Actual administrative costs rose by almost s 6000, partly due to publication of the Triennial Membership List, several meetings made necessary by the change in Secretariat location, and an increase in the allocation of Travel Grants by s 801X). The result is a deficit on the ]'ravel Fund and surplus on the other funds. Despite this fall in income, Dr. Ward confirmed that the financial status of the Association remains healthy.
The Honorary Treasurer reported further that the account held on behalf of the Association by the British Diabetic Association had been closed, and a new non-resident account opened. He expressed the Association's thanks to the BDA for their considerable help and cooperation over the years.
Dr. Ward made the point that expenses for 1988 would increase considerably, represented by an overlap in administrative costs during the Secretariat transition period, as well as commitments to the Postgraduate Education Sub-Committee, the new Albert Renold Fellowship, and support for East European colleagues to attend the Annual Meeting. He concluded his report by stating that, given the continuing rise in the number of members, there was no necessity to increase the annual membership fee at this time; and that every attempt would be made, in cooperation with the local organising committee, to keep the registration fees for the annual meetings as low as possible.
Honorary Auditors: Drs. H. Beck-Nielsen and D. Pometta confirmed that the 1987 accounts were in good order, and discharged the Honorary Treasurer from responsibility. Having asked for comments or questions, the President received the approval of the General Assembly of the accounts for 1987. He pointed out that at the meeting in Leipzig it had been impossible to include State of the Art Lectures, but that this was not the case in Paris; he expressed the Association's gratitude to the Local Organising Committee, Hoechst AG and Sandoz AG for their help in bringing these speakers to the meeting. He also referred to the inclusion, for the first time at an annual meeting of the Association, of a debate-symposium on a topic of immediate importance, and its potential as a forum for dealing with issues of controversy. Dr. Lernmark continued by reporting that out of 110 applications for Travel Grants, 80 had been awarded; as usual, not more than three were awarded to one department. He further commented that, unlike many associations, the EASD tries to encouragc the attendance of young members; and although preference is given to authors and coauthors of accepted abstracts, it is sometimes possible to give grants to young colleagues whose abstracts were not accepted, but whose participation at the meeting is desirable. He added his thanks to Novo Industri and Pfizer International for their continued support of Travel Grants, and also to the Executive for allocating more funds for this purpose.
Report of the Auditor to Members of the European Association for the Study of Diabetes
Continuing, Dr. Lernmark announced that the new Mollegaard Rat Travel Fellowship instituted this year had been awarded in the amount ofs 500; and congratulated Dr. Giovanna Contreas, the first recipient, as decided by the Programme Committee.
The Honorary Secretary pointed out that four nominations for the Minkowski lMze and three nominations for the Castelli Pedroli Prize had been received this year. In addition, he reminded the members that they are also responsible for nominating candidates for the Claude Bernard Lecture, and invited the membership to propose colleagues for these prestigious awards in due time before the 1989 deadlines.
Dr. Lernmark then reviewed the dates and locations for future annual meetings, up to 1994. He mentioned that the closing date for abstracts submitted for the 25th Annual Meeting in Lisbon will be 1 April, 1989. The preliminary booklet for this meeting will be available at the end of January. The Honorary Secretary concluded his remarks by expressing his thanks to Mr. Jaclc~on, who kept track of 1040 anonymous abstracts, and offering best wishes to his successor, Dr. Landgraf.
There followed comments and discussion regarding the problem of some authors not being present to present their poster; Dr. Lernmark pointed out that the regulations stipulate a ban on presentation of work by any author of an oral presentation who does not appear at the time scheduled on the programme. Further discussion centered on the selection procedure of abstracts, with the current system of anonymous review by an independent committee being discussed, both pro and contra. The discussion was concluded with a vote of thanks and round of applause for the excellent work of Dr. Lcrnmark in his capacity as Honorary Secretary.
Editor-in-Chief Diabetologia: Dr. Berger began his report by expressing his pleasure, gratitude and reliefthat this was his sixth and final report as Editor-in-Chief of the Association's journal. He mentioned that the only recent change in policy had been a libcralisation in the publishing of Letters to the Editor. Regarding statistics, Dr. Berger mentioned that a majority of manuscripts continue to come from Great Britain and the United States; and that the number of submitted manuscripts has remained constant at approximately 460-480 per year. Further, the Editor-in-Chief pointed out that the time from receipt of a manuscript to an editorial decision was decreasing, and sales figures were increasing slightly; although he pointed out that out of a total subscription of 2300, less than 400 were members of the Association. He mentioned that the matter of mandatory subscription would be discussed in the future.
Dr. Berger expressed his thanks to the retiring Editorial Board, particularly to the Assistant Editors and Editorial Assistant in Diisseldorf. He reminded the members that, although there will be a transition period over the next several months, all new manuscripts should be sent to Uppsala as of the 1st of October. He expressed his conviction that, despite the warnings of loss of friendships, his tenure as Editor-in-Chief had been an altogether positive experience, and one which he felt extremely confident leaving in the very capable hands of the new (pending ratificiation by the General Assembly) Editor-inChief, Dr. C. Hellerstrrm.
In a vote of thanks and to applause, the President expressed the Association's gratitude to Dr. Berger for his exceptional handling of the journal over the past six years, and for maintaining the highest possible scientific standards for the Association's journal.
Elections
Council Members. 1989 Members. 1992 -hi-Chief Diabetologia, 1989 -1992 The President reminded the members that arising from the Minutes of the last General Assembly in Leipzig was the appointment of a successor to Dr. Berger as Editorin-Chief for the journal. At that time, a search committee, comprised of Drs. Lefrbvre (Chair), Alberti and Berger, was formed to investigate various candidates and locations for the Editorial office. After extensive, expert consideration, the Executive unanimously appointed Dr. C. Hellerstrrm as the next Editor-in-Chief, to take office as of 1st January 1989. This appointment was ratified by the membership.
Editor
llonorary Membe~s':The President, after a warm tribute to each of the candidates, proposed the election of Dr. W.Gepts and Mr. J.Jackson as Honorary Members of the Association. With applause, the membership endorsed these elections.
Postgraduate Education Sub-Committee
The President called on Dr. J. Assal to report. Dr. Assal began his report by summarising the activities of the committee over the past year. In particular, he commented on the success of the recent meeting in Nancy, conducted in French, and the presentations by two of the Association's Study Groups on the opening day of the Annual Meeting for two and a half hours, summarising the aims and activities of these groups over the past year. He expressed his thanks to Dr. Drouin for his organising of the meeting in Nancy. Dr. Assal reminded the members that another Postgraduate Education meeting will be sponsored before the I,isbon meeting in 1989, and the official languages will be Portugese and English, organised by Dr. Nunes-Correa.
The President commented that the work of the Postgraduate Education Sub-Committee is very important to the Association, and thanked Dr. Assal for his expert guidance of this committee; he also mentioned the allocation of funds from the Association's budget to sponsor the activities of this committee.
Study Groups
The President pointed out that once again, the annual reports of the Study Groups had been published in the July issue of the journal, and were also in the Volume of Abstracts this year. As already mentioned by Dr. Assal, two of the Study Groups, AIDSPIT and Epidemiology, had organised simultaneous symposia earlier in the week to present new information and a review of current knowledge in their respective fields. Dr. Freychet pointed out that this innovation is meant to enhance the educational impact of the Study Groups towards the general membership.
There were no questions on the available Study Group Reports.
Farewell Presentation to Mr. J. G. L. Jackson
The President Professor Sir Philip Randle and several other distinguished members of the Association expressed their immense gratitude to Mr. Jackson, who has had so great an influence in the community of diabetes professionals for so many years; especially on young colleagues who have benefited from his knowledge, his willingness to share that knowledge, and his untiring personal interest in both patient care and research. In addition, his ability to negotiate and his administrative expertise made the work of those in authority in the Association much more productive and positive. A review of Mr. Jackson's career in the field of diabetology was summarised by Sir Philip Randle, the President and others, including an honorary doctorate bestowed on him in 1979 by the Conseil d'Etat de la Rrpublique et du Canton de Gen+ve. Dr. Ereychet concluded his remarks by expressing his personal thanks to Mr. Jackson for all he had done for the EASD, and for his enormous contribution to the cause of diabetology. The Honorary Treasurer, after thanking all those who had contributed to Mr. Jackson's retirement gift, took great pleasure in presenting him with a check and a number of compact discs to accompany the compact player already purchased. In addition, Dr. Czyzyk on behalf of the Polish Diabetes Association presented Mr. Jackson with a crystal vase.
Mr. Jackson expressed his thanks to the members of the Association for their generosity and to his wife, Nancy, and their four children. He encouraged the members to look to the future, and to maintaining the Association as the most exhilarating and stimulating organisation in the world for the improvement of the life of the diabetic. He concluded his thanks to warm applause from the membership.
Any other business
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